Navajo Math Circles k%

(2016) 58 min. DVD: $24.95: individuals; $149 w/
PPR: institutions. Zala Films. ISBN: 978-0-98248-
006-9.

In this PBS-aired documentary by film-
maker George Csicsery, the use of math cir-
cles and math camps in rural Navajo nation
schools is presented as an inspiring means of
instilling deep math knowledge in students
while also incorporating Navajo studies into
the curriculum. Math circles are essentially
student-led learning models, where kids
are given the tools for understanding prob-
Jem-solving, after which they work in pairs
or in teams, applying those skills to unique
situations. (Math camps are slightly different
in that they are based on teacher-led immer-
sion learning.) The approach caught on in
regional Navajo schools beginning in 2012,
and the inclusion of traditional Navajo crafts
(e.g., weaving) and engineering (architecture)
has helped young people appreciate the old
ways even as they move forward with new
tools. The commitment of families to this
process is impressive: SOme parents have to
drive nearly 300 miles a day round-trip to get
their kids to circles and camps, while some
students have to walk for miles when roads
are too wet to drive on. An interesting film
about a cultural approach to math literacy,
this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Starting with Questions k%%

(2014) 10 min. DVD: $69.95 (teacher’s guide
included). DRA. Visual Learning Systems. PPR.
Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-59234-904-3.

Designed for grades K-3, this title offers
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