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The story of the extraordinarily gifted students who represented  
the United States in 2006 at the International Mathematical Olympiad 

 
Hard Problems is the story of the six American high school students who competed with 500 others from 
90 countries in Ljubljana, Slovenia, at the International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO). The film shows 
the dedication and perseverance of these remarkably talented students, the rigorous preparation they 
undertake, and the joy they get out of solving challenging problems. It captures the spirit that infuses the 
mathematical quest at the highest level. 

Although American students on the whole rank well behind many countries in mathematics, American 
math Olympiad teams regularly finish among the top three. While aiming to inspire and entertain, Hard 
Problems provides an insightful and thoughtful look at the process that produces successful teams, and 
ultimately, the great mathematicians of the future. 
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Produced and directed GEORGE CSICSERY Cinematography SKIP SWEENEY and ANDRÁS TÓTH-SZÖLLÕS 
Editor TAL SKLOOT Music TODD BOEKELHEIDE Funding THE PENN OBERLANDER FAMILY FOUNDATION 

and ELLINGTON MANAGEMENT GROUP, LLC 

For more information, contact the MAA American Mathematics Competitions, www.unl.edu/amc at 800.527.3690 
www.hardproblemsmovie.com� 

Now available from www.maa.org at 800.331.1622 
and from the Art of Problem Solving Bookstore at www.artofproblemsolving.com. 
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New Deluxe Edition DVD of  

HARD PROBLEMS 
The Road to the World�s Toughest Math Contest 

A documentary film by 
George Paul Csicsery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Includes: 
• 82-minute feature film 

• 45-minute abridged �classroom version� of 
the film 

• 82-page PDF file containing the problems 
and solutions by US IMO Team Coach   
Zuming Feng from the 2006 and 2007 
USAMO, Team Selection Test and IMO 

• 52 minutes of bonus features: 

⇒ Mathematicians in finance 

⇒ Families and schooling 

⇒ Girls and the IMO 

⇒ History of the IMO 

 

                                 Deluxe Edition DVD: ISBN: 978-0-88385-902-5 
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